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• Childcare services are essential  infrastructure for
rural, northern and Aboriginal communities, as well
as cities. Childcare services support and create
employment (particularly jobs for women), generate
significant local economic multiplier effects, enhance
children's development, and are part of poverty
reduction. Join us to hear success stories from rural
and northern Manitoba, and to learn new economic
arguments to promote childcare.
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Agenda

• Quick go-around & introductions

• Four presentations

– Susan Prentice,

– Charlene Lafreniere

– Liz Sousa

– Ilse Keltelsen

• Lively discussion!



Introductions

• Your name, please

• A few words about your interest

– More time later!



Presentations

• Susan Prentice
– Child Care Coalition of Manitoba, and Professor

at U of M

• Charlene Lafreniere
– Councillor, City of Thompson; Thompson Urban

Aboriginal Strategy

• Liz Souza
– North Central Development Corporation

• Ilse Ketelsen
– Councillor, Rossburn



Economic Returns from Childcare

‘Better child outcomes’

School readiness, reduced child poverty, greater life-
time productivity

Parent incomes

Income today and tomorrow

Regional economic health

input-output multipliers, job creation



In addition to many other benefits…

• Childcare is economic development in its own
right

• Childcare is infrastructure

• Critical component of business productivity and
regional economic growth

… community competitive advantage



Thompson

St-Pierre-Jolys

Parkland
(RMs of Dauphin, Ethelbert, Gilbert
Plains, Grandview, Hillsburg, Shell

River, and Dauphin, Ethelbert,
Gilbert Plains, Grandview, Roblin) 2004 Winnipeg



Child Care Coalition of Manitoba

20072004

www.childcaremanitoba.ca



Economic Technique

Input-output, also known as ‘multiplier’ analysis

– Shorter-term measures of economic activity,
separate from cost-benefit returns

– Measures effects of dollars ‘rippling’ through local
economies.



Input-Output / Multiplier Studies

USA

70+ economic impact studies using IO
methodology

Canada

Quebec: 40% of system cost returned through
increased taxes; maternal labour force boosted
significantly

Manitoba - new evidence



American Impact Studies

• At least 70 studies (including town, region and state)
in the USA since 2000

– 50 state searchable database at
http://government.cce.cornell.edu/doc/reports/childcare/50state.asp

“We find the child care sector has linkages that are
equally strong or greater than retail and tourism and
other social infra-structure sectors such as hospitals,
job training, elementary and secondary schools and
colleges and universities.”

Liu et al, 2004





Manitoba Childcare Multipliers

Input-output analysis

– Every $1 spent on childcare generates
$1.58 of economic activity



Childcare Sector

Employment multiplier

– The economic spending generated by
every 1 full-time childcare job produces
.49 other full-time jobs;

– The employment multiplier is 1.49

– In addition to supporting the labour force

participation of parents



Thompson

Thompson
• $2.1 million revenue

• Value: $3.4 million

Thompson
– 69 full and part-time staff

– Creating/supporting additional
34 FTE

Thompson
– 47 - 70% of mothers in labour force

–Childcare users (f/t): est. $18.8 million/yr



Manitoba

Competitive input-output multipliers
– Every $1 spent on childcare generates $1.58 worth of

economic activity

Strong employment multipliers
– Local job creation

– Every 2 f/t childcare jobs support 1 FTE

Supports parent earnings



Manitoba Cooperator, June 19, 2008



Morden Times, October 17 2008



Municipal Leader, 2008 Spring
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Summary
• Childcare has positive economic impacts

– Competitive input-output multipliers

– Good employment multipliers

– Supports parent earnings-

– Good for local labour markets and economies

• Social benefits for families, children and
communities

• Childcare is infrastructure, and is worth
investing in!


